Quantitative recovery of contaminating bacteria at operation and the relation to postoperative infection in intestinal surgery.
In a prospective study of postoperative septic complications, young patients suffering mainly from inflammatory bowel disease were subjects to elective surgery. The bacterial concentration in the operative field was determined by an irrigation technique. When at least one of two irrigation fluids yielded greater than or equal to 50 CFU/ml of E. coli or S. aureus the risk of postoperative infection was highly increased (p less than 0.0001, Fisher's exact test).